Prayer List

Epiphany — Rudalph & Maria; Tammie Ayer’s; Howard Baker; Edward
Banks, Kaleigh Bennett; Ashly Carlson; Marlene Ciccolella; Sharon Eye
and Family; Robin Highlander; Chuck Hiztt; Bob Hurst; Jonny Kisamore;
Diane Janthgato; Katie Johnson; Rick McMiuan; Nora Murray; Sophia
Poninska; Kathy Ratliff; Fransis Rodel; Sam Ross; Bill Santman; Roger
Saville; Hamme Tahan; Evelyn; Harley; Manoles Brian Yarworth

St. Elizabeth - Susan Adams; Tom DeByl; Deacon John; Kim Kline; Fr
Mario; Don Mundy; Deacon Rue Thompson; Residents of Pendleton
Manor.

St. Mary’s —Cleo Alt; Maxine Bissell; Paul Borror; David Brosh; Jerry
Fetch; Dick Henderson; Jim Hughes; Mary Frances Idleman; Tommy
Kimble, Nola Lawrence; John Lutz, Susan and Steve Mongold; Richard
and Toni Ours; Roy Reynolds; Darlene Secrist; Liz Simpson; Elizabeth S.
A. Sites;, Alice Veach; Mary Wood; Gavin Yonce.

Announcements for Epiphany

e Next Pastoral Council meeting will be Wed Nov 15 at 5:30 in Parish
Hall.

e Helen Chambers is now home if anyone would like to send her a card.

e We will be having a breakfast on Sunday morning, Nov 19 following
Mass. everyone is welcome! We will have sausage gravy, biscuits, egg
casserole, orange juice and coffee. Please plan to join us. We having
several new parishioners and would like to get to know each other.
Special thanks to Kay and Harold Root for all the preparations for this
event.

e Please check the registry sheets on the back table. Place a check if
your information is correct. Add your name, address, phone and
email, if missing. Thank you.

e We will be collecting items for the food bank including soap,
toothpaste, tissues, feminine products, laundry detergent through
November. Place in the containers in the back of the church.

Announcements for St. Elizabeth

e St. Elizabeth desperately needs Eucharistic ministers. Anyone
interested should contact Deacon John.
e CAN needs cereal and instant potatoes.

Announcements for St. Mary’S

e Thank you to everyone who has provided desserts for Birthday
Sunday. Additional volunteers are always appreciated to help with
refreshments. Sign up individually or with a buddy. A sign-up sheet is
in the Narthex.

o If you would like to join in the music ministry in some way, please see
either of the guitarists after Sunday Mass. Talents can include
vocalists, musicians, percussionists and anyone who is enthusiastic
about this part of the liturgy.

Calendar

Monday 11/13

St. Frances Xavier Cabrini
Wis 1:1-7

Lk 17:1-6

Tuesday 11/14

St. Gertrude the Great
Wis 2:23-3:9

Lk 17:7-10

Wednesday 11/15
St. Albert the Great
Wis 6:1-11

Lk 17:11-19

Thursday 11/16

St. Margaret of Scotland
Wis 7:22b—-8:1

Lk 17:20-25

Friday 11/17

St. Elizabeth of Hungary
Wis 13:1-9

Lk 17:26-37

Dedication of Churches of
Saints Peter and Paul
Saturday 11/18

St. Rose Philippine
Duchesne

Wis 18:14-16; 19:6-9

Lk 18:1-8

Sunday 11/19

St. Agnes of Assisi

Prv 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31
1Thes 5:1-6

Mt 25:14-30

Mal 1:14b-2:2b, 8-10
1 Thes 2:7b-9, 13
Mt 23:1-12

November 12, 2023
Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time

Pastor: Fr. Dan Pisano

General Office email address: stmarypetersburgwv@gmail.com
Rectory address: 5 Pierpont St., Petersburg, WV 26847
Joined Parishes website: www.potomachighlandscatholic.org

Sacrament of Reconciliation by Appointment

Please call the number for St. Mary’s or send an email if there is a need for a hospital or home
visit.

Any information for the bulletin and Mass intentions should be forwarded to the general office
email address, by Thursday evening.

Mass Intentions
Members of the Parish Every Sunday

Note: Please call the office or email St. Mary’s to schedule a Mass Intention for someone. On
weekday and weekend Mass, we will begin celebrating the Mass for someone’s intention. An
offering generally made and that offering will being going into a fund for these who have less
than we.

Second Collection

Next Special Collect is on December 10 for Collection for the Archdiocese for the Military Services.

Reminder
Epiphany: Home Bound members - Ruth Buker, Helen Chambers, Joe Dodd, Patty Gapp, Karolina Yarworth;
St. Mary’s: Home Bound members - Cleo Alt, Susan Mongold, Toni Ours, and Alice Veach
at the Grant County Nursing Home —Maxine Bissell, Jerry Fetch, Darlene Secrist.
John Lutz at 1 Baltimore St., Appt. 5710, Cumberland, MD 21502
Mary B. Wood c/o Sarah Ziems at 145 Blackford Road, Buckhannon, WV 26201

St. Elizabeth:
Don Mundy at 800 J.D. Anderson Dr., Room 228A, Morgantown, WV 26505

Keep them in your prayers.


http://www.potomachighlandscatholic.org/

Windows to Your Soul

Jesus told his disciples this parable: “The kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their
lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish and five were wise.” Matthew
25:1-2

Our five senses can be said to be a window to our souls. With our senses we perceive the world around us,
take it into our minds and heart, and engage it according to the decisions we make. Several of the Church
Fathers say that the five wise virgins in today’s parable represent those who use their five senses in accord
with God’s will, whereas the five foolish virgins are those who indulge their five senses in a life of sin.

Interestingly, Saint John of the Cross teaches that the highest form of communication with God takes place
when our five senses are silenced and all that we have learned through them is darkened so that God can
communicate to us in a direct and spiritual way. But until we reach that level of spiritual perfection,
accomplished by various purifications of our soul, we must rely upon our senses as a source of knowledge,
especially our knowledge of God.

With our eyes we are called to perceive the beauty of God’s presence within creation, especially in other
people. With our ears we hear the Word of God proclaimed that then resonates within us, inspiring the gift
of faith. Our senses of smell, taste and touch will also teach us in various ways, leading us either to the
delights of the Kingdom of God, or to the indulgences of the fallen world.

If the five wise virgins represent the holy use of the five senses, then we must see the connection
between them and the oil for their lamps. Many Church Fathers see the oil as a symbol of good
works, or charity. Charity is necessary for the attainment of Heaven, for the meeting of the
Bridegroom when He shows up at an unexpected time. The person who engages in charity is one

who uses the natural gifts given by God for His glory. Their five senses are constantly seeking
ways to glorify God and to accomplish His holy will.

The five senses can also easily lead us to the selfish pursuit of fleshly pleasures. When this happens, the oil of
charity runs dry within us and we are unprepared for the moment of our death, when the Bridegroom
returns.

Think about yourself being those wise or foolish virgins by considering how you use your five senses. What
do you look at regularly with your eyes? Do you seek out the presence of God in our world? Do you see Him
in the poor, the vulnerable, the lonely, and the needy? Or do you look at the many evils all around you and
become infatuated with them, allowing yourself to be drawn into their practices?

With your ears, do you listen attentively to the Word of God? Or do you find yourself drawn to the world of
gossip, detraction and other sinful words that are spoken? Do you indulge your senses of touch, smell and
taste, choosing an excess of pleasure, becoming inordinately attached? Or do you strive for temperance and
self-control, denying yourself unhealthy and sinful pleasures?

Reflect, today, upon the natural powers of your own soul, especially the gift of your five senses. As you do,
examine the ways you use them, what you look at, listen to, and indulge in. Your senses are but a window to
your soul and the first way through which God speaks to you and enters your heart. Keep guard of your
senses, and only allow the good things of Heaven to enter in. Doing so will produce the oil of charity within
and will enable you to be perpetually ready for the coming of our Lord.

Lord of perfect charity, You desire to speak to me and reveal Yourself to me in many ways. | pray that | will
always perceive You with my eyes and ears, and use all of my five senses for Your glory. Please free me from
every inordinate and unhealthy attachment so that | am free to completely attach myself to You. Jesus, | trust
in You.

Epiphany of the Lord

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton

St. Mary’s Catholic Church

Catholic Church
545 Walnut Street 4 Grant Street
2029 State Road 55 Franklin, WV 26807 Petersburg, WV 26847
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Liturgies
Tuesday at 12:00 Noon
Sunday 12:00 Noon

Liturgies
Thursday at 12:00 Noon
Saturday 4:00PM
& Sunday 8:30AM

Liturgies
Wednesday at 12:00 Noon
Sunday 10:00AM

Ministry List for November 19, 2023

Lector: Lynn Vandevander

Priest in Attendance: Fr. Mario Claro

Home 304-902-9118 and Cell 304-668-1929

Deacon: John Windett

Lector: Tom Parisi
Eucharist Minister: Kelly Kun & Jay Bennett

Please join us for Rosary Prayer on Sunday at 9:30 AM.
Everyone is invited to the First Friday Mass every first Friday of the
month at 11AM.

The 3rd Sunday of each month is Birthday Sunday at St. Elizabeth. Please stay

after Mass and celebrate everyone who has a Birthday that month with some

sort of dessert and good conversation.

The first Sunday of each month is Birthday Sunday at St. Mary’s. Please
stay after Mass and celebrate everyone who has a Birthday that month
with some sort of dessert and good conversation.



