Prayer List

Epiphany — Rudalph & Maria; Tammie Ayer’s; Howard Baker; Edward
Banks, Kaleigh Bennett; Ashly Carlson; Marlene Ciccolella; Sharon Eye
and Family; Robin Highlander; Chuck Hiztt; Bob Hurst; Jonny Kisamore;
Diane Janthgato; Katie Johnson; Rick McMiuan; Nora Murray; Sophia
Poninska; Kathy Ratliff; Fransis Rodel; Sam Ross; Bill Santman; Roger
Saville; Hamme Tahan; Evelyn; Harley; Manoles Brian Yarworth

St. Elizabeth - Susan Adams; Tom DeByl; Deacon John; Kim Kline; Fr
Mario; Don Mundy; Deacon Rue Thompson; Residents of Pendleton
Manor.

St. Mary’s —Cleo Alt; Maxine Bissell; Paul Borror; David Brosh; Jerry
Fetch; Dick Henderson; Jim Hughes; Mary Frances Idleman; Tommy
Kimble, Nola Lawrence; John Lutz, Susan and Steve Mongold; Richard
and Toni Ours; Roy Reynolds; Darlene Secrist; Liz Simpson; Elizabeth S.
A. Sites;, Alice Veach; Mary Wood; Gavin Yonce

Announcements for Epiphany

e We are re-organizing the finance council and pastoral council and
need volunteers. All help is appreciated. The pastoral council will
have a re-organization meeting after Mass on Saturday Oct 14th.

Announcements for St. Elizabeth

e St. Elizabeth desperately needs Eucharistic ministers. Anyone
interested should contact Deacon John.

Announcements for St. Mary’S

e Thank you to everyone who has provided desserts for Birthday
Sunday. Additional volunteers are always appreciated to help with
refreshments. Sign up individually or with a buddy. A sign-up sheet is
in the Narthex.

e |f you would like to join in the music ministry in some way, please
see either of the guitarists after Sunday Mass. Talents can include
vocalists, musicians, percussionists and anyone who is enthusiastic
about this part of the liturgy.

Calendar

Monday 10/09

St. Denis and Companions
Jon 1:1-2:1-2, 11

Lk 10:25-37

Tuesday 10/10
St. Francis Borgia
Jon 3:1-10

Lk 10:38-42

Wednesday 10/11
St. John XXl

Jon 4:1-11

Lk 11:1-4

Thursday 10/12

Bl. Francis Xavier Seelos
Mal 3:13-20b

Lk 11:5-13

Friday 10/13

Bl. Marie-Rose Durocher
JI 1:13-15; 2:1-2

Lk 11:15-26

Saturday 10/14
Bl. Carlo Acutis
J14:12-21

Lk 11:27-28

Sunday 10/15

St. Teresa of Avila
Is 25:6-10a

Phil 4:12-14, 19-20
Mt 22:1-14

October 08, 2023 | Is>:1-7
Twenty-Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time | Phil 4:6-9
Mt 21:33-43

Pastor: Fr. Dan Pisano

General Office email address: stmarypetersburgwv@gmail.com
Rectory address: 5 Pierpont St., Petersburg, WV 26847
Joined Parishes website: www.potomachighlandscatholic.org

Sacrament of Reconciliation by Appointment

Please call the number for St. Mary’s or send an email if there is a need for a hospital or home
visit.

Any information for the bulletin and Mass intentions should be forwarded to the general office
email address, by Thursday evening.

Second Collection

Next Special Collect is on October 22 for the World Mission Sunday Collection.

Mass Intentions
Members of the Parish Every Sunday

Note: Please call the office or email St. Mary’s to schedule a Mass Intention for someone. On
weekday and weekend Mass, we will begin celebrating the Mass for someone’s intention. An
offering generally made and that offering will being going into a fund for these who have less
than we.

Reminder
Epiphany: Home Bound members - Ruth Buker, Helen Chambers, Joe Dodd, Patty Gapp, Karolina Yarworth;
St. Mary’s: Home Bound members - Cleo Alt, Susan Mongold, Toni Ours, and Alice Veach
at the Grant County Nursing Home —Maxine Bissell, Jerry Fetch, Darlene Secrist.

John Lutz at 1 Baltimore St., Appt. 5710, Cumberland, MD 21502

St. Elizabeth:
Don Mundy at 800 J.D. Anderson Dr., Room 228A, Morgantown, WV 26505

Keep them in your prayers.



A Cornerstone of Grace

Jesus said to them, “Did you never read in the Scriptures: The stone that the builders rejected has
become the cornerstone; by the Lord has this been done, and it is wonderful in our eyes? Therefore, |
say to you, the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people that will produce
its fruit.” Matthew 21:42—-43

The most amazing thing that has ever happened in this world is the death of the Son of God. It is amazing for
many reasons. It’s amazing that God the Father allowed His Son to be brutally murdered by evil men. It's
amazing that the Son did not call upon the myriad of angels to stop His persecution. It’s amazing that Jesus
spoke words of forgiveness from the Cross as His own mother looked on. But perhaps the most amazing
aspect about this event is that from it, the gift of eternal salvation was made possible.

Only God, in His inconceivable wisdom and power, could bring forth the greatest good from the greatest evil.
Nothing could be more evil than the brutal murder of the Son of God. And nothing could be more glorious
than the transformation of that heinous act into the definitive act of salvation for the human race. Jesus was
“the stone rejected by the builders.” But that rejected Stone was used by the Father to “become the
cornerstone” of the new life of grace to which we are called.

The passage quoted above concludes the Parable of the Tenants, which outlines salvation history. The Father
is the owner of the vineyard, which represents the people of Israel. The tenants were the religious leaders of
the time who abused the prophets who were sent to gather the fruit of God’s Kingdom. The son is the Son of
God whom the leaders of Israel killed under the misconception that killing Jesus would guarantee the
continuation of their power. However, the true result was that they suffered their own destruction, and the
murdered Son became the cornerstone of the Church and the source of new life.

Today, you are among the people to whom God has given charge of His new Vineyard, the
Church. Of you, God demands an abundance of good fruit. Though the Church is entrusted to the
pope, bishops and priests in a special way, it is also entrusted to the laity, each in their own way.

Everyone must bear fruit for the Kingdom of God, and everyone will be held accountable for
their stewardship.

Sometimes we can fall into the trap of thinking that we have little to offer. If we were the pope,
a bishop or even a priest, we could do great things for God. And though that is true, it is no less
true that everyone is capable of bearing an abundance of good fruit for the Kingdom. And God
expects that of us all. If you doubt that fact in any way, recall again the undeniable fact that the
Father used the greatest evil ever committed to bring forth the greatest good ever known. If God
can bring forth new life from death, then He can certainly use you in powerful ways. In fact, the
weaker you are and the more insignificant you feel, the more God can use you to produce good
fruit.

Reflect, today, upon the glorious fact that if God can use his own suffering and death to bring
salvation to the world, He can also use you in ways that are beyond your imagination. You might
not become a famous evangelist. You might not succeed in some well-recognized ministry. In
fact, you might even encounter much suffering, persecution, and hardship throughout life.
Regardless of your own life situation, God desires to use you for great things and to bear an
abundance of good fruit for His Kingdom. Commit to that mission, and allow God to use you as a
cornerstone of His grace in this world.

My Lord and Cornerstone of the Church, You were rejected by the leaders of Israel and were killed
in the most horrific way. Yet in Your glorious power, You transformed that evil into the greatest
good. | give to You my weaknesses and pains, my talents and labors; | give to You my entire life.
Please use me and help me to share in Your life so that, with You, | may also become a
cornerstone of Your grace as You desire. Jesus, | trust in You.
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Ministry List for October 15, 2023

Lector: Mary Stephenson

Priest in Attendance: Fr. Mario Claro

Home 304-902-9118 and Cell 304-668-1929

Deacon: John Windett

Lector: Tom Parisi
Eucharist Minister: Kelly Kuh and Tom Hencke

Please join us for Rosary Prayer on Sunday at 9:30 AM.
Everyone is invited to the First Friday Mass every first Friday of the
month at 11AM.

The 3rd Sunday of each month is Birthday Sunday at St. Elizabeth. Please stay

after Mass and celebrate everyone who has a Birthday that month with some

sort of dessert and good conversation.

The first Sunday of each month is Birthday Sunday at St. Mary’s. Please
stay after Mass and celebrate everyone who has a Birthday that month
with some sort of dessert and good conversation.



