Prayer List

Epiphany — Rudalph & Maria; Tammie Ayer’s; Howard Baker; Edward
Banks, Kaleigh Bennett; Ashly Carlson; Marlene Ciccolella; Sharon Eye and
Family; Robin Highlander; Chuck Hiztt; Bob Hurst; Jonny Kisamore; Diane
Janthgato; Katie Johnson; Rick McMiuan; Nora Murray; Sophia Poninska;
Kathy Ratliff; Fransis Rodel; Sam Ross; Bill Santman; Roger Saville; Hamme
Tahan; Evelyn; Harley; Manoles Brian Yarworth

St. Elizabeth - Susan Adams; Tom DeByl; Deacon John; Kim Kline; Fr Mario;
Don Mundy; Deacon Rue Thompson; Residents of Pendleton Manor.

St. Mary’s —Cleo Alt; Maxine Bissell; David Brosh; Jerry Fetch; Dick
Henderson; Jim Hughes; Mary Frances Idleman; Tommy Kimble, Nola
Lawrence; John Lutz, Susan and Steve Mongold; Richard and Toni Ours; Roy
Reynolds; Darlene Secrist; Liz Simpson; Elizabeth S. A. Sites;, Alice Veach;
Mary Wood; Gavin Yonce

Announcements for Epiphany

e We are re-organizing the finance council and pastoral council and need
volunteers. All help is appreciated. The pastoral council will have a re-
organization meeting after Mass on Saturday Oct 14th.

Announcements for St. Elizabeth

e St. Elizabeth desperately needs Eucharistic ministers. Anyone interested
should contact Deacon John.

Announcements for St. Mary’S

e Thank you to everyone who has provided desserts for Birthday Sunday.
Additional volunteers are always appreciated to help with refreshments.
Sign up individually or with a buddy. A sign-up sheet is in the Narthex.

e |f you would like to join in the music ministry in some way, please see
either of the guitarists after Sunday Mass. Talents can include vocalists,
musicians, percussionists and anyone who is enthusiastic about this part
of the liturgy.

Calendar

Monday 10/02
St. Leger

Zec 8:1-8

Mt 18:1-5, 10

Tuesday 10/03

St. Theodora Guerin
Zec 8:20-23

Lk 9:51-56

Wednesday 10/04
St. Francis of Assisi
Neh 2:1-8
Lk 9:57-62

Thursday 10/05

St. Maria Faustina
Kowalska

Neh 8:1-4a, 5-6, 7b-12
Lk 10:1-12

Friday 10/06
St. Bruno
Bar 1:15-22
Lk 10:13-16

Saturday 10/07
St. Artaldus

Bar 4:5-12, 27-29
Lk 10:17-24

Sunday 10/08
St. John Leonardi
Is 5:1-7

Phil 4:6-9

Mt 21:33-43

October 01, 2023 | Ez _18:25—28
Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time | Phil 2:1-11
Mt 21:28-32

Pastor: Fr. Dan Pisano

General Office email address: stmarypetersburgwv@gmail.com
Rectory address: 5 Pierpont St., Petersburg, WV 26847
St. Elizabeth website: setonparishwv.org

Sacrament of Reconciliation by Appointment

Please call the number for St. Mary’s or send an email if there is a need for a hospital or home
visit.

Any information for the bulletin and Mass intentions should be forwarded to the general office
email address, by Thursday evening.

Second Collection

Next Special Collect is on October 22 for the World Mission Sunday Collection.

Mass Intentions
Members of the Parish Every Sunday

Note: Please call the office or email St. Mary’s to schedule a Mass Intention for someone. On
weekday and weekend Mass, we will begin celebrating the Mass for someone’s intention. An
offering generally made and that offering will being going into a fund for these who have less
than we.

Reminder
Epiphany: Home Bound members - Ruth Buker, Helen Chambers, Joe Dodd, Patty Gapp, Karolina Yarworth;
St. Mary’s: Home Bound members - Cleo Alt, Susan Mongold, Toni Ours, and Alice Veach
at the Grant County Nursing Home —Maxine Bissell, Jerry Fetch, Darlene Secrist.

John Lutz at 1 Baltimore St., Appt. 5710, Cumberland, MD 21502

St. Elizabeth:
Don Mundy at 800 J.D. Anderson Dr., Room 228A, Morgantown, WV 26505

Keep them in your prayers.



A Life of Ongoing Conversion

Jesus said to the chief priests and elders of the people: “What is your opinion? A man had two sons.
He came to the first and said, ‘Son, go out and work in the vineyard today.” He said in reply, ‘I will
not,” but afterwards changed his mind and went. The man came to the other son and gave the same
order. He said in reply, ‘Yes, sir,” but did not go.” Matthew 21:28-30

This parable presents a message of great hope to those who find it difficult to follow the will of God. The first
son, the one who said he would not obey the father but then changed his mind, refers to those who have
initially rejected the will of God but then repented and turned back to Him. The second son represents those
who claim to be faithful followers of the will of God, but are not. This second son presents us with a very
dangerous trap we can fall into. He represents the interior disposition of the chief priests and elders of the
people. They said one thing but did another. They acted as if they were righteous but were not. They might
have even been fooling themselves.

Of course, there is another possible scenario Jesus doesn’t present. Ideally, when the father asked his son to
work in the vineyard he would have said “yes” and then followed through with his commitment. But this is
not mentioned because no one falls into that category, except for our Blessed Mother. All people have
sinned, and everyone needs to repent.

When we look at these two sons, we must humbly strive to be like the first one. We must begin by
acknowledging that we have refused to obey the will of God in many ways throughout our lives. God has
invited us to serve Him, and we have said “no.” Acknowledging this is an essential starting point for a life of
true conversion and service of God. When we fail to humbly admit that we have sinned, we are acting like
the second son. We are living a lie and are trying to convince ourselves that we are faithful to the will of God
when we are not. This second son represents a very dangerous interior disposition that we must avoid with
all of our might. It is the sin of impenitence, a sin against the Holy Spirit. It is dangerous because this type of

self-righteousness keeps a person from truly serving the will of God. They believe their own lie and see no
need to repent.

Which of these two sons are you most like? Are you keenly aware of your weaknesses and sins?
Can you humbly admit them to yourself and to God? Or do you tend to present yourself as one
who is holy and does not need to repent? Never be afraid to admit your sin. Never pretend to be
someone you are not. Never allow yourself to be drawn into self-righteousness. We are all called
to a life of ongoing conversion. Seeing that fact, admitting to it and striving for that conversion
will win for us the glorious Kingdom of Heaven.

Reflect, today, upon the many ways that you have initially said “no” to the will of God.
Sometimes we do so in grave matters, and sometimes we do so in less serious ways. The humble
truth is that we all refuse to fully embrace the will of God every day. The invitation we have been
given to obey Him is much more than a black-and-white, yes-or-no answer. God’s call to
obedience goes deep and is a call on a continuously deepening level. Keep looking into your soul
and confess the ways you reject the will of God. The more clearly you see your sins and confess
them, the more fully you will be in a position to say “yes” to the will of God with all your heart.

Most merciful Lord, You continuously call us to repentance. We have all sinned against You and
do so every day. Please give me the gifts of humility and honesty so that | will be aware of the
ways in which | refuse to say yes to Your perfect will and so that | can repent of those sins and
daily turn back to You. Jesus, | trust in You.
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Ministry List for October 08, 2023

Lector: Fay Steele

Priest in Attendance: Fr. Mario Claro

Home 304-902-9118 and Cell 304-668-1929

Deacon: John Windett

Lector: Joe Mohr
Eucharist Minister: Sherri Mohr and Jay Bennet

Please join us for Rosary Prayer on Sunday at 9:30 AM.
Everyone is invited to the First Friday Mass every first Friday of the
month at 11AM.

The 3rd Sunday of each month is Birthday Sunday at St. Elizabeth. Please stay

after Mass and celebrate everyone who has a Birthday that month with some

sort of dessert and good conversation.

The first Sunday of each month is Birthday Sunday at St. Mary’s. Please
stay after Mass and celebrate everyone who has a Birthday that month
with some sort of dessert and good conversation.



