Prayer List

Epiphany — Rudalph & Maria; Tammie Ayer’s; Howard Baker; Edward
Banks, Kaleigh Bennett; Ashly Carlson; Marlene Ciccolella; Sharon Eye and
Family; Robin Highlander; Chuck Hiztt; Bob Hurst; Jonny Kisamore; Diane
Janthgato; Katie Johnson; Rick McMiuan; Nora Murray; Jeanne Porreca;
Sophia Poninska; Kathy Ratliff; Fransis Rodel; Sam Ross; Bill Santman;
Roger Saville; Hamme Tahan; Evelyn; Harley; Manoles Brian Yarworth

St. Elizabeth - Susan Adams; Lynn Beaty; Jimmy Bennet, Tom DeByl; Jim
Hughes; Deacon John; Kim Kline; Fr Mario; Don Mundy; Jeannie Stark;
Deacon Rue Thompson; Residents of Pendleton Manor.

St. Mary’s —Cleo Alt; Maxine Bissell; David Brosh; Jerry Fetch; Dick
Henderson; Jim Hughes; Mary Frances Idleman; Tommy Kimble, Nola
Lawrence; John Lutz, Susan and Steve Mongold; Richard and Toni Ours; Roy
Reynolds; Darlene Secrist; Liz Simpson; Elizabeth S. A. Sites;, Alice Veach;
Mary Wood; Gavin Yonce

Announcements for Epiphany

e We are very informal and always looking for more/ new readers,
Eucharistic Ministers and Greeters. Training will be provided. Fr Dan is
easy to work with. We would love for more folks to join in.

We are all better when all participate.

Announcements for St. Elizabeth

e St. Elizabeth desperately needs Eucharistic ministers. Anyone interested
should contact Deacon John.

e Deacon John has been moved to Blue Ridge Rehabilitation and Health
Service on South St. in Harrisonburg, VA.

Announcements for St. Mary’S

e Thank you to everyone who has provided desserts for Birthday Sunday.
Additional volunteers are always appreciated to help with refreshments.
Sign up individually or with a buddy. A sign-up sheet is in the Narthex.

e |f you would like to join in the music ministry in some way, please see
either of the guitarists after Sunday Mass. Talents can include vocalists,
musicians, percussionists and anyone who is enthusiastic about this part
of the liturgy.

Calendar

Monday 08/21
St. Pius X

Jgs 2:11-19

Mt 19:16-22

Tuesday 08/22

St. Andrew the Scot
Jgs 6:11-24a

Mt 19:23-30

Wednesday 08/23
St. Rose of Lima
Jgs 9:6-15

Mt 20:1-16

Thursday 08/24
St. Bartholomew
Rv 21:9b-14

Jn 1:45-51

Friday 08/25

St. Louis of France

Ru 1:1, 3-6, 14b-16, 22
Mt 22:34-40

Saturday 08/26

St. Joseph Calasanz
Ru 2:1-3, 8-11; 4:13-17
Mt 23:1-12

Sunday 08/27
St. Monica

Is 22:19-23
Rom 11:33-36
Mt 16:13-20

Is 56:1, 6-7
Rom 11:13-15, 29-32
Mt 15:21-28

August 20, 2023
Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Pastor: Fr. Dan Pisano

General Office email address: stmarypetersburgwv@gmail.com
Rectory address: 5 Pierpont St., Petersburg, WV 26847
St. Elizabeth website: setonparishwv.org

Sacrament of Reconciliation by Appointment

Please call the number for St. Mary’s or send an email if there is a need for a hospital or home
visit.

Any information for the bulletin and Mass intentions should be forwarded to the general office
email address, by Thursday evening.

Second Collection

Next Special Collect is on August 27 for Education of DWC Seminarians.

Mass Intentions
Members of the Parish Every Sunday

Note: Please call the office or email St. Mary’s to schedule a Mass Intention for someone. On
weekday and weekend Mass, we will begin celebrating the Mass for someone’s intention. An
offering generally made and that offering will being going into a fund for these who have less
than we.

Reminder
Epiphany: Home Bound members - Ruth Buker, Helen Chambers, Joe Dodd, Patty Gapp, Karolina Yarworth;
St. Mary’s: Home Bound members - Cleo Alt, Susan Mongold, Toni Ours, and Alice Veach
at the Grant County Nursing Home —Maxine Bissell, Jerry Fetch, Darlene Secrist.

John Lutz at 1 Baltimore St., Appt. 5710, Cumberland, MD 21502

St. Elizabeth: James H. Hughes at 464 Cliffdale Rd., Chapel Hill, NC 27516.
Don Mundy at 800 J.D. Anderson Dr., Room 228A, Morgantown, WV 26505

Keep them in your prayers.

Father Mario has been transferred to Pendleton Manor (Room 211) in Franklin. Please keep him in your
prayers.



Begging for Scraps of Mercy

At that time, Jesus withdrew to the region of Tyre and Sidon. And behold, a Canaanite
woman of that district came and called out, “Have pity on me, Lord, Son of David! My
daughter is tormented by a demon.” Matthew 15:21-22

After Jesus was harshly challenged by the Pharisees, He and His disciples took a 35-mile journey
to the northwest to a region that was in pagan territory and outside of the jurisdiction of Herod
and the Jewish leaders. It might have been a time of repose for Him and His disciples and an
opportunity for Jesus to form the disciples more directly. It was during this retreat that a pagan
woman came to ask Jesus for help.

As the story unfolds, we see that her prayer is a model for us all. First, she acknowledges Who
Jesus is—the Son of David. This is a manifestation of her faith and a clear contrast to the lack of
faith Jesus had experienced with many of the people in Galilee. Second, her request is expressed
in straightforward and simple language, “Have pity on me!” And, “Lord, help me.” Third, her
prayer is persistent. Jesus allows her to manifest her persistence by first being silent to her
request and then telling her “It is not right to take the food of the children and throw it to the
dogs.” Jesus obviously does not say this to be rude, but to invite her to manifest her faith in a
persistent way. And that she does. Finally, her prayer is one of deep humility. She responds,
“Please, Lord, for even the dogs eat the scraps that fall from the table of their masters.” She was
begging for the “scraps” of Jesus’ mercy, and she received His mercy in abundance.

Do you desire the scraps of Jesus’ mercy in the way a dog desires the scraps from the table of its
owner? Hopefully you do. This is the disposition that we must all have in prayer. Sometimes, out
of pride, we can think that we have a right to God’s mercy. We can think that God owes us. And

though we might realize that mercy is not deserved, we must allow that truth to sink in deeply.
That is why this story is so important. It presents us with the ideal way to pray and the humble
interior disposition we must have when approaching God.

Prayerfully sit with the image of a dog begging for scraps from the table. When a dog is given
what is left over, it is thrilled. To us, eating the scraps from another’s plate is undesirable. But if
the “plate” belongs to the Savior of the World and the “food” is His grace and mercy, then that
changes everything. In the end, the Master also invites us to the table and feeds us with the
finest of spiritual food. But that doesn’t change the fact that we must always have the humble
disposition exemplified by this humble woman.

Reflect, today, upon this holy woman. In the end, Jesus cried out, “O woman, great is your faith!”
But that did not come until she wholeheartedly expressed her faith with humility and
persistence. With her as a shining example, reflect upon how you pray to God. Do you pray with
self-righteousness, as if you deserve God’s mercy? Do you tend to see God as one Who owes you
something? Do you get angry with God when He doesn’t immediately answer your demands? Try
to humble yourself like this woman. Beg for whatever God wants to give to you. Do so with
perseverance and the utmost trust. If you do, our Lord will not only pour forth the scraps of His
mercy, He will also pick you up and invite you to the glorious meal of His abundant grace.

Most merciful Jesus, | beg of You that | be given only the scraps from the table of Your mercy. |
beg this of You with all my heart. Though | do not deserve You, | seek You anyway. You know
what | need, dear Lord; please bestow upon me Your mercy for those needs. Jesus, | trust in You.
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Ministry List for August 27, 2023

Priest in Attendance: Fr. Mario Claro
Lector: Sharon Hammer

Deacon: John Windett

Lector: Lynn Vandevander

Home 304-902-9118 and Cell 304-668-1929

Lector: Brian Vance
Eucharist Minister: Barb DiBenedetto & Lisa Vance

Please join us for Rosary Prayer on Sunday at 9:30 AM.
Everyone is invited to the First Friday Mass every first Friday of the
month at 11AM.

The 3rd Sunday of each month is Birthday Sunday at St. Elizabeth. Please stay

after Mass and celebrate everyone who has a Birthday that month with some

sort of dessert and good conversation.

The first Sunday of each month is Birthday Sunday at St. Mary’s. Please
stay after Mass and celebrate everyone who has a Birthday that month
with some sort of dessert and good conversation.



