Prayer List

Epiphany — Rudalph & Maria; Tammie Ayer’s; Howard Baker;
Edward Banks, Kaleigh Bennett; Ashly Carlson; Marlene Ciccolella;
Sharon Eye and Family; Robin Highlander; Chuck Hiztt; Bob Hurst;
Jonny Kisamore; Diane Janthgato; Katie Johnson; Rick McMiuan;
Nora Murray; Jeanne Porreca; Sophia Poninska; Kathy Ratliff;
Fransis Rodel; Sam Ross; Bill Santman; Roger Saville; Hamme
Tahan; Evelyn; Harley; Manoles Brian Yarworth

St. Elizabeth - Susan Adams; Lynn Beaty; Jimmy Bennet, Tom
DeByl; Jim Hughes; Deacon John; Kim Kline; Fr Mario; Don Mundy;
Jeannie Stark; Deacon Rue Thompson; Residents of Pendleton
Manor.

St. Mary’s —Cleo Alt; Maxine Bissell; David Brosh; Jerry Fetch; Dick
Henderson; Jim Hughes; Mary Frances Idleman; Tommy Kimble,
Nola Lawrence; John Lutz, Susan and Steve Mongold; Richard and
Toni Ours; Roy Reynolds; Darlene Secrist; Liz Simpson; Elizabeth S.
A. Sites;, Alice Veach; Mary Wood

Upcoming Event

Our 3-Parish picnic is scheduled for August 20, 2023 beginning
with Mass on the Ruddle Park picnic site on 220 South (Petersburg
Pike) at 11:00 a.m. There will be no scheduled Masses other than
the picnic Mass for that weekend. Check with Fr. Dan about what
each parish will be bringing to the picnic.

Announcements for St. Elizabeth

e St. Elizabeth desperately needs Eucharistic ministers. Any one interested
should contact Deacon John.

e Deacon John has been moved to Blue Ridge Rehabilitation and Health
Service on South St. in Harrisonburg, VA.

e Thank you to Bill Mallow and his work crews for all the yard and
driveway work. It looks very nice.

Announcements for St. Mary’s

e Thank you to everyone who has provided desserts for Birthday Sunday.
Additional volunteers are always appreciated to help with refreshments.
Sign up individually or with a buddy. A sign-up sheet is in the Narthex.

e |f you would like to join in the music ministry in some way, please see
either of the guitarists after Sunday Mass. Talents can include vocalists,
musicians, percussionists and anyone who is enthusiastic about this part
of the liturgy.

Calendar

Monday 07/24

St. Sharbel Makhlouf
Ex 14:5-18

Mt 12:38-42

Tuesday 07/25
St. James

2 Cor 4:7-15
Mt 20:20-28

Wednesday 07/26

Sts. Joachim and Anne
Ex 16:1-5, 9-15

Mt 13:1-9

Thursday 07/27

St. Titus Brandsma

Ex 19:1-2, 9-11, 16-20b
Mt 13:10-17

Friday 07/28

Bl. Stanley Rother
Ex 20:1-17

Mt 13:18-23

Saturday 07/29

Sts. Martha, Mary, and
Lazarus

Ex 24:3-8

Jn 11:19-27

or Lk 10:38-42

Sunday 07/30

Bl. Solanus Casey
1 Kgs 3:5, 7-12
Rom 8:28-30

Mt 13:44-52

July 23, 2023 | Wis 12:13, 16-19
Sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time | Rom 8:26-27
Mt 13:24-43

Pastor: Fr. Dan Pisano

General Office email address: stmarypetersburgwv@gmail.com
Rectory address: 5 Pierpont St., Petersburg, WV 26847
St. Elizabeth website: setonparishwv.org

Sacrament of Reconciliation by Appointment

Please call the number for St. Mary’s or send an email if there is a need for a hospital or home
visit.

Any information for the bulletin and Mass intentions should be forwarded to the general office
email address, by Thursday evening.

Second Collection

Next Special Collect is on August 20 for Education of DWC Seminarians.

Mass Intentions
Members of the Parish Every Sunday

Note: Please call the office or email St. Mary’s to schedule a Mass Intention for someone. On
weekday and weekend Mass, we will begin celebrating the Mass for someone’s intention. An
offering generally made and that offering will being going into a fund for these who have less
than we.

Reminder

Please remember to send cards to our home bound parishioners including

Epiphany: Home Bound members - Ruth Buker, Helen Chambers, Joe Dodd, Patty Gapp,
Karolina Yarworth;

St. Mary’s: Home Bound members - Cleo Alt, Susan Mongold, Toni Ours, and Alice Veach
at the Grant County Nursing Home —Maxine Bissell, Jerry Fetch, Darlene Secrist.
John Lutz at 1 Baltimore St., Appt. 5710, Cumberland, MD 21502

St. Elizabeth: James H. Hughes at 464 Cliffdale Rd., Chapel Hill, NC 27516.
Don Mundy at 800 J.D. Anderson Dr., Room 228A, Morgantown, WV 26505

Keep them in your prayers.

Fr. Mario has had some health issues this past week and continues to be a patient at Sentara Hospital, Rm.
5113, Harrisonburg, VA. He will be moved to Pendleton Manor in Franklin for Rehabilitation. Please keep
him in your prayers. All Masses this weekend will be offered for Fr. Mario's health.



Vigilance with the Truth

Jesus proposed another parable to the crowds, saying: “The kingdom of heaven may be
likened to a man who sowed good seed in his field. While everyone was asleep his enemy
came and sowed weeds all through the wheat, and then went off. When the crop grew
and bore fruit, the weeds appeared as well.” Matthew 13:24-26

This parable would have made much sense to the people of Jesus’ time. It was common practice
for an enemy to get revenge upon another by sowing a weed named “cockle” in with the wheat.
As the cockle began to grow, it looked much like wheat until the grain was formed. And if it were
mixed with the wheat and eaten, it would cause severe nausea. Due to this, it was also common
practice for farmers with enemies to have servants stand watch over their fields after they were
planted. Therefore, this parable reveals that the servants who were to keep watch failed in their
duty.

In explaining this parable, Jesus says, “He who sows good seed is the Son of Man, the field is the
world, the good seed the children of the kingdom. The weeds are the children of the evil one,
and the enemy who sows them is the devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and the harvesters
are angels” (Matthew 13:37-39). One common tactic of the evil one is to subtly mix his lies with
the truth. He knows that if he were to propose some grave and obvious lie that many would
reject it outright. Therefore, he attempts to create division and confusion by slowly and slightly
suggesting his errors in such a way that they are more easily believed. Therefore, “the children of
the evil one” can be understood as those in this world who are under the influence of the devil,
as well as the legions of demons who attempt to sow confusion in our lives and within the
Church.

One helpful way to prayerfully ponder this parable is to see yourself as one of those servants
who is entrusted with the task of guarding the field. Since the field is the world, we all have a
duty to keep the lies of the evil one from flourishing. To do that, we certainly must confront the

most serious errors we encounter. For example, the dignity of the unborn child must be
protected and the diabolical practice of abortion must cease. Additionally, we must work to
protect the Church, our communities, friends and families from not only the grave errors of our
times but also those most subtle ones. For example, within the Church, conflicts and confusions
often arise. These divisions are part of the subtle lies sown by the evil one.

We must also see our own souls as the fertile soil. Certainly God’s Word has been planted, but
oftentimes we allow ourselves to believe subtle errors. This leads to internal conflict, sin and
confusion. Thus, we must regularly guard our souls from these lies by relying upon the authentic
teachings of our Church and the teachings of the saints.

Reflect, today, upon your sacred duty to be vigilant and constantly on the lookout for the seed of
error sown within our world, the Church and your own soul. Vigilance is key. The evil one is
always on the prowl. If we are to learn one of the central messages of this parable, then we must
learn to guard and protect all that God has revealed and hold firmly to the Truth alone.

Glorious Word of God, You have sown Your seed of truth in our world, within Your Church and in
my life. May | always listen to Your Word and respond to it wholeheartedly. Please also reveal to
me the many lies of the evil one so that | can reject them with all my heart. Jesus, | trust in You.

Epiphany of the Lord

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton

St. Mary’s Catholic Church

Catholic Church
545 Walnut Street 4 Grant Street
2029 State Road 55 Franklin, WV 26807 Petersburg, WV 26847
Moorefield, WV 26836 304-358-7012 304-257-1057

304-434-2547

Liturgies
Tuesday at 12:00 Noon
Sunday 12:00 Noon

Liturgies
Thursday at 12:00 Noon
Saturday 5:00PM
& Sunday 8:00AM

Priest in Attendance: Fr. Mario Claro

Home 304-902-9118 and Cell 304-668-1929

Deacon: John Windett

Lector: Lynn Vandevander

The 3rd Sunday of each month is Birthday Sunday at St. Elizabeth. Please stay
after Mass and celebrate everyone who has a Birthday that month with some

sort of dessert and good conversation.

Liturgies
Wednesday at 12:00 Noon
Sunday 10:00AM

Ministry List for July 30, 2023
Lector: Joe Mohr
Eucharist Minister: Sherri Mohr and ay Bennett

Please join us for Rosary Prayer on Sunday at 9:30 AM.

Everyone is invited to the First Friday Mass every first Friday of the
month at 11AM.

The first Sunday of each month is Birthday Sunday at St. Mary’s. Please
stay after Mass and celebrate everyone who has a Birthday that month
with some sort of dessert and good conversation.



