Prayer List

Epiphany — Rudalph & Maria; Tammie Ayer’s; Howard Baker;
Edward Banks, Kaleigh Bennett; Ashly Carlson; Marlene Ciccolella;
Sharon Eye and Family; Robin Highlander; Chuck Hiztt; Bob Hurst;
Jonny Kisamore; Diane Janthgato; Katie Johnson; Rick McMiuan;
Nora Murray; Jeanne Porreca; Sophia Poninska; Kathy Ratliff;
Fransis Rodel; Sam Ross; Bill Santman; Roger Saville; Hamme
Tahan; Evelyn; Harley; Manoles Brian Yarworth

St. Elizabeth - Susan Adams; Lynn Beaty; Jimmy Bennet, Tom
DeByl; Jim Hughes; Deacon John; Kim Kline; Fr Mario; Don Mundy;
Jeannie Stark; Deacon Rue Thompson; Ruth Zimmers; Residents of
Pendleton Manor.

St. Mary’s —Cleo Alt; Maxine Bissell; David Brosh; Jerry Fetch; Dick
Henderson; Jim Hughes; Mary Frances Idleman; Tommy Kimble,
Nola Lawrence; John Lutz, Susan and Steve Mongold; Richard and
Toni Ours; Roy Reynolds; Darlene Secrist; Liz Simpson; Elizabeth S.
A. Sites;, Alice Veach; Mary Wood

Upcoming Event

Our 3-Parish picnic is scheduled for August 20, 2023 beginning
with Mass on the Ruddle Park picnic site on 220 South (Petersburg
Pike) at 11:00 a.m. There will be no scheduled Masses other than
the picnic Mass for that weekend. Check with Fr. Dan about what
each parish will be bringing to the picnic.

Announcements for St. Elizabeth

e St. Elizabeth desperately needs Eucharistic ministers. Any one interested
should contact Deacon John.

e Deacon John has been moved to Blue Ridge Rehabilitation and Health
Service on South St. in Harrisonburg, VA.

e Thank you to Bill Mallow and his work crews for all the yard and
driveway work. It looks very nice.

Announcements for St. Mary’s

e Thank you to everyone who has provided desserts for Birthday Sunday.
Additional volunteers are always appreciated to help with refreshments.
Sign up individually or with a buddy. A sign-up sheet is in the Narthex.

e |f you would like to join in the music ministry in some way, please see
either of the guitarists after Sunday Mass. Talents can include vocalists,
musicians, percussionists and anyone who is enthusiastic about this part
of the liturgy.

Calendar

Monday 07/17
St. Francis Solano
Ex 1:8-14, 22

Mt 10:34—11:1

Tuesday 07/18

St. Camillus de Lellis
Ex 2:1-15a

Mt 11:20-24

Wednesday 07/19
St. Mary MacKillop
Ex 3:1-6, 9-12

Mt 11:25-27

Thursday 07/20
St. Apollinaris
Ex 3:13-20

Mt 11:28-30

Friday 07/21

St. Lawrence of Brindisi
Ex 11:10—12:14

Mt 12:1-8

Saturday 07/22

St. Mary Magdalene
Sgs 3:1-4b

Jn 20:1-2, 11-18

Sunday 07/23

St. Bridget of Sweden
Wis 12:13, 16-19
Rom 8:26-27

Mt 13:24-43

July 16, 2023 | Is55:10-11
Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time | Rom 8:18-23
Mt 13:1-23

Pastor: Fr. Dan Pisano

General Office email address: stmarypetersburgwv@gmail.com
Rectory address: 5 Pierpont St., Petersburg, WV 26847
St. Elizabeth website: setonparishwv.org

Sacrament of Reconciliation by Appointment

Please call the number for St. Mary’s or send an email if there is a need for a hospital or home
visit.

Any information for the bulletin and Mass intentions should be forwarded to the general office
email address, by Thursday evening.

Second Collection

Next Special Collect is on August 20 for Education of DWC Seminarians.

Mass Intentions
Members of the Parish Every Sunday

Note: Please call the office or email St. Mary’s to schedule a Mass Intention for someone. On
weekday and weekend Mass, we will begin celebrating the Mass for someone’s intention. An
offering generally made and that offering will being going into a fund for these who have less
than we.

Reminder

Please remember to send cards to our home bound parishioners including

Epiphany: Home Bound members - Ruth Buker, Helen Chambers, Joe Dodd, Patty Gapp,
Karolina Yarworth;

St. Mary’s: Home Bound members - Cleo Alt, Susan Mongold, Toni Ours, and Alice Veach
at the Grant County Nursing Home —Maxine Bissell, Jerry Fetch, Darlene Secrist.

John Lutz at 1 Baltimore St., Appt. 5710, Cumberland, MD 21502

St. Elizabeth: James H. Hughes at 464 Cliffdale Rd., Chapel Hill, NC 27516.
Don Mundy at 800 J.D. Anderson Dr., Room 228A, Morgantown, WV 26505

Keep them in your prayers.



Growing Rich in Grace

“To anyone who has, more will be given and he will grow rich; from anyone who has not,
even what he has will be taken away. This is why | speak to them in parables, because
they look but do not see and hear but do not listen or understand.” Matthew 13:12-13

How is it that someone can look without seeing or hear without listening or understanding? This
is only possible when one’s eyes and ears are working properly, but the mind is distracted, not
attentive to what is seen or heard. For example, say you were listening to a book being read and
suddenly you realized that even though you heard what was read, your mind was elsewhere and
you had no idea what was spoken. This is a common experience for everyone from time to time.

This portion of the Gospel quoted above comes immediately after Jesus spoke the Parable of the
Sower to the crowds from a boat. In that parable, seed fell on the path, on rocky ground, among
thorns and in rich soil. Only the seed on the rich soil grew and produced good fruit. Therefore,
Jesus’ teaching quoted above, as well as His parable spoken before it, teach that there were
many who heard the Word of God and witnessed Jesus’ miracles but failed to allow His teachings
and miracles to produce faith in their hearts.

This Gospel passage is especially important for those who have been Catholics for many years
but have become stagnant in their faith. When someone goes to Mass every week, listens to the
Gospel and shares in the Eucharist but fails to continually grow in holiness and understanding of
the Mysteries of Heaven, then they will slowly lose even the little faith they have. They will
become lukewarm Catholics who go through the motions but fail to produce the good fruit that
comes from authentic faith.

When you look back at your life as a practicing Catholic, what do you see from year to year? Was
there a time when you were strong in faith but have slowly closed your ears to the Gospel and

have drifted away from a deep and prayerful interior engagement with our Lord? Or when you
look back do you see that the Lord has continuously given you more and more, leading you to a
life of true spiritual riches? Has the Gospel entered not only your ears, but also your mind and
your understanding? Do you both see and perceive the action of God in your life and in the
world around you? Are you actively engaged with the life of grace and find that you grow closer
to God every day? Or, sadly, have you lost interest and zeal and now find yourself slowly drifting
away from the fruitful practice of your faith?

Reflect, today, upon these important questions and strive to answer them honestly. If you do not
see yourself growing in faith every year and becoming truly rich in the grace of God, then know
that something needs to change. Stagnation and lukewarmness in the faith are not good. They
lead to the slow loss of everything. As you reflect upon your own faith journey, recommit
yourself to a zealous embrace of the Gospel so that your soul will be truly rich soil that
continually produces an abundance of good fruit.

Lord, You desire that all people hear Your Word and see Your action in their lives. Please continue
to pour forth Your grace into my life so that | will continually grow rich in Your mercy. | pray that
my eyes and ears will be open to You more fully every day. Jesus, | trust in You.

Epiphany of the Lord

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton

St. Mary’s Catholic Church

Catholic Church
545 Walnut Street 4 Grant Street
2029 State Road 55 Franklin, WV 26807 Petersburg, WV 26847
Moorefield, WV 26836 304-358-7012 304-257-1057

304-434-2547

Liturgies
Tuesday at 12:00 Noon
Sunday 12:00 Noon

Liturgies
Thursday at 12:00 Noon
Saturday 5:00PM
& Sunday 8:00AM

Priest in Attendance: Fr. Mario Claro

Liturgies
Wednesday at 12:00 Noon
Sunday 10:00AM
Ministry List for July 23, 2023

Lector: Brian Vance

Home 304-902-9118 and Cell 304-668-1929

Deacon: John Windett

Lector: Mary Stephenson

The 3rd Sunday of each month is Birthday Sunday at St. Elizabeth. Please stay
after Mass and celebrate everyone who has a Birthday that month with some

sort of dessert and good conversation.

Eucharist Minister: Barb DiBenedetto and Lisa Vance

Please join us for Rosary Prayer on Sunday at 9:30 AM.

Everyone is invited to the First Friday Mass every first Friday of the
month at 11AM.

The first Sunday of each month is Birthday Sunday at St. Mary’s. Please
stay after Mass and celebrate everyone who has a Birthday that month
with some sort of dessert and good conversation.



