Prayer List

Epiphany — Rudalph & Maria; Tammie Ayer’s; Howard Baker;
Edward Banks, Kaleigh Bennett; Ashly Carlson; Sharon Eye
and Family; Robin Highlander; Chuck Hiztt; Bob Hurst; Jonny
Kisamore; Diane Janthgato; Katie Johnson; Rick McMiuan;
Nora Murray; Jo Oliver; Jeanne Porreca; Sophia Poninska;
Kathy Ratliff; Fransis Rodel; Sam Ross; Bill Santman; Roger
Saville; Hamme Tahan; Evelyn, Harley, & Manoles Brian
Yarworth

St. Elizabeth - Susan Adams; Lynn Beaty; Jimmy Bennet, Tom
DeByl; Jim Hughes; Deacon John; Kim Kline; Fr Mario; Don
Mundy; Deacon Rue Thompson; Ruth Zimmers; Residents of
Pendleton Manor.

St. Mary’s — Luther and Cleo Alt; Maxine Bissell; David Brosh;
Jerry Fetch; Dick Henderson; Gina Hinkle; Jim Hughes; Mary
Idleman; Tommy Kimble, Nola Lawrence; John Lutz, Susan
and Steve Mongold; Richard and Toni Ours; Roy Reynolds;
Becky Rogers; Darleen Secrist, Liz Simpson, Elizabeth S. A.
Sites, Alice Veach; Mary Wood

A HUGE THANK YOU!

The Lenton Project for our 3 churches was an overwhelming
success! The Cancer & Infusion Center at Grant Memorial was
so appreciative of the generosity of our parishioners. They
sent a Thank You note and wanted to be sure to express their
gratitude to everyone who participated. Thank you, again, for
your support.

Calendar

Monday 04/17

St. Benedict Joseph Labre
Acts 4:23-31

Jn 3:1-8

Tuesday 04/18
St. Mark

Acts 4:32-37
Jn 3:7b-15

Wednesday 04/19

St. Gianna Beretta Molla
Acts 5:17-26

Jn 3:16-21

Thursday 04/20

St. Conrad of Parzham
Acts 5:27-33

Jn 3:31-36

Friday 04/21
St. Anselm
Acts 5:34-42
Jn 6:1-15

Saturday 04/22

St. Adlbert of Prague
Acts 6:1-7

Jn 6:16-21

Sunday 04/23
St. George

Acts 2:14, 22-33
1Pt1:17-21

Lk 24:13-35

Acts 2:42-47
1Pt1:3-9
Jn 20:19-31

April 16, 2023
Second Sunday of Easter

Pastor: Fr. Dan Pisano

General Office email address: stmarypetersburgwv@gmail.com
Rectory address: 5 Pierpont St., Petersburg, WV 26847
St. Elizabeth website: setonparishwv.org

Sacrament of Reconciliation by Appointment

Please call the number for St. Mary’s or send an email if there is a need for a hospital or home
visit. During the current pandemic, visits are restricted, face mask is recommended as is social
distancing.

Any information for the bulletin and Mass intentions should be forwarded to the general office
email address, by Thursday evening.

Second Collection

Next Special Collect is on May 28 for Catholic Relief Services.

Mass Intentions
Members of the Parish Every Sunday

Note: Please call the office or email St. Mary’s to schedule a Mass Intention for someone. On
weekday and weekend Mass, we will begin celebrating the Mass for someone’s intention. An
offering generally made and that offering will being going into a fund for these who have less
than we.

Reminder

Please remember to send cards to our home bound parishioners including
Epiphany: Home Bound members - Ruth Buker, Helen Chambers, Joe Dodd, Patty Gapp,
Karolina Yarworth;
at E.A. Hawse Nursing and Rehab Center in Baker - Jo Oliver.
St. Mary’s: Home Bound members - Richard Bissell, Toni Ours
at the Grant County Nursing Home — Maxine Bissell, Jerry Fetch.
at E.A. Hawse Nursing and Rehab Center in Baker — Luther Alt
John Lutz at 1 Baltimore St., Appt. 5710, Cumberland, MD 21502
St. Elizabeth: James H. Hughes at 464 Cliffdale Rd., Chapel Hill, NC 27516.
Don Mundy at 800 J.D. Anderson Dr., Room 228A, Morgantown, WV 26505
Keep them in your prayers.



A Whole Ocean of Graces

Saint Faustina reports in her Diary what Jesus told her about Divine Mercy Sunday:

“My daughter, tell the whole world about My inconceivable mercy. | desire that the Feast of Mercy be a
refuge and shelter for all souls, and especially for poor sinners. On that day the very depths of My tender
mercy are open. | pour out a whole ocean of graces upon those souls who approach the fount of My mercy.
The soul that will go to Confession and receive Holy Communion shall obtain complete forgiveness of sins
and punishment. On that day are open all the divine floodgates through which graces flow” (Diary #699).

That day is today! It is the Feast of Divine Mercy! Today’s feast is among the newer feasts in our Church.
Though Jesus’ desire that this feast be celebrated on the eighth day of Easter was spoken to Sister Maria
Faustina Kowolska back in 1931, it was not solemnly instituted until the year 2000. On April 30 of that year,
Saint Pope John Paul Il canonized Saint Faustina and inaugurated the Feast of Divine Mercy as a universal
feast within the Church. Because this Feast is so recent within the Church, we can be certain that we still
have much to learn about the message of this Solemnity as well as the numerous messages about God’s
mercy revealed in Saint Faustina’s Diary.

Among the many messages contained within her Diary, Jesus revealed to us that this Sunday, the eighth and
final day of the Octave of Easter, is a day like none other. Though grace and mercy are continuously poured
out from Heaven upon us, Jesus is very clear that today is unique. Today, “a whole ocean of graces” is poured
forth upon souls who approach the font of His mercy. Sit with that image for a time. “A whole ocean of
graces.” What does that mean?

Symbolically speaking, a whole ocean is meant to depict the infinite. Try to imagine what it would be like to
have the entire ocean poured upon you—it's beyond comprehension! Thus, God is saying that the infinity of
grace is given today. The question for us all to ponder is this: How receptive am | to those infinite graces?

By analogy, imagine that your life was like a thimble, and an ocean of water was poured upon you. As a
thimble, you could not contain all that was given. Therefore, we should realize that God wants to stretch our
capacity to receive His mercy more abundantly by widening our capacity for mercy. What if your soul were
like a large pond? Still, the waters of the ocean could not be contained within that pond. What is it that is
capable of receiving an entire ocean of mercy? Only an ocean can contain an ocean. For that reason, God

desires to first prepare our souls to receive an infinity of mercy by transforming us into vessels of infinite
capacity.

Saint Teresa of Avila, in her spiritual classic, “Interior Castles,” teaches us that the soul is, indeed, capable of
infinite capacity for the simple fact that God dwells within. The soul is like an interior castle with many
interlinked dwelling places through which we must pass so as to arrive at the central chamber. She teaches
that the goal of the spiritual life is to travel through these various dwelling places to the center of our souls
where the infinite God dwells so that we can be present to Him there. Therefore, we must understand that
our souls are indeed capable of receiving the infinite waters of mercy, because God created us with this
ability when He chose to live within us. The key to being able to fully receive this fullness of mercy is to seek
out the infinite God, dwelling within. How is this done?

The heart of the path laid out in the Diary of Saint Faustina is as follows: Go to Confession and receive Holy
Communion so as to obtain complete forgiveness of sins and punishment. However, as many of the great
spiritual writers explain, such as Saint Teresa of Avila, there are many levels we must pass on our spiritual
journey so as to be able to encounter God in His fullness. This, of course, includes encountering God’s mercy
given to us in Holy Communion and Confession. Those who receive these Sacraments while dwelling only in
the first dwelling places, for example, will never benefit from them to the extent that those who dwell in the
seventh and central mansion where the King dwells in fullness. Thus, mercy is given in its fullness but unless
we make the transforming journey to God through conversion and purification of our souls, we will never be
able to receive the ocean of graces God bestows.

Reflect, today, upon this ocean being poured forth upon you. How much of this mercy are you able to
receive right now in your life? As you humbly admit your limited openness to God’s grace, know that God
patiently waits for you, dwelling in His fullness deep within you, waiting for you to make the journey to Him.
Commit yourself to this journey by prayer, fasting, penance, the reading of Scripture, the celebration of the
Sacraments and spiritual reading. There is an ocean of the fullness of life waiting for you. Dive in and allow
His mercy to deepen your capacity to receive Him most fully.

My Lord, You are The Divine Mercy, the source of all grace and the Bestower of this grace in superabundance.
I thank You for the infinity of Your generosity and pray that my soul will be more fully disposed to receive You.
Please stretch the capacity of my soul through my ongoing journey of purification and conversion so that | will
receive all that You wish to bestow. Jesus, | trust in You.

Epiphany of the Lord

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton

St. Mary’s Catholic Church

Catholic Church
545 Walnut Street 4 Grant Street
2029 State Road 55 Franklin, WV 26807 Petersburg, WV 26847
Moorefield, WV 26836 304-358-7012 304-257-1057

304-434-2547

Liturgies
Tuesday at 12:00 Noon
Sunday 12:00 Noon

Liturgies
Thursday at 12:00 Noon
Saturday 5:00PM
& Sunday 8:00AM

Priest in Attendance: Fr. Mario Claro

Home 304-902-9118 and Cell 304-668-1929

Deacon: John Windett

Liturgies
Wednesday at 12:00 Noon
Sunday 10:00AM

Ministry List for April 23, 2023
Lector: Joe Mohr

Eucharist Minister: Kelly Kuh & Jay Bennett

Lector: Fay Steele

The 3rd Sunday of each month is Birthday Sunday at St. Elizabeth. Please stay
after Mass and celebrate everyone who has a Birthday that month with some

sort of dessert and good conversation.

Everyone is invited to the First Friday Mass every first Friday of the
month at 11AM.

The first Sunday of each month is Birthday Sunday at St. Mary’s. Please
stay after Mass and celebrate everyone who has a Birthday that month
with some sort of dessert and good conversation.



